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Mr Helms lacked ﬂair Helwas
banal The -swashbucklers, most of -
 whom seemed to have gone to Groton
Richard~Helms and the C.LA. By [ before graduating to one or anuther ot-;
Thomas - Powers. 393 pagea Knopf _the Ivy League colleges, maridged inf
$12.95. " their enthusiasm to betray the Ukrain- -
- : - 1ans in the Soviet Untéons. the I;lrationi:l%;f
HE least interesting person in | Chinese in Burma, the Sumatrans
Thomas Powers’s splendid new | donesia, the mmmb%ﬂs in: Tibet, &e‘
book is Richard Helms himself, - | Cubans in Miami, the Meos Laos'th
. He was, for 30 years; a dedi- §M t
¢ cated “spook,’” “a soldier’’ who-
took orders from ‘‘one President at a’
time,”’ someone so disadvantaged that
. he could not “resign on principle and
" live on dividends.’’ A compromiser who
;. knew. “you: have-to’ go- along to:'get
;iiorgge ""He buickled no swashes. From.
ginnin . G
i Word (T orate@ic 1 and Fidel Castro, Under the'auspices
| end in Novembet.1972,. when Rlchard -1 -Dwight‘D.. Elsenhowet:;; ‘:mm:rfl?:tt:
- M. Nixon dismissed him as Director of | Dulleswas obsessed with ‘neu st
*-Central Intelligence for having been in-.- ‘like Nehru; John and Roﬁgn Kennedy,
' sufficiently: loyal: tohthe “team" that - S
te

gave us Wate e opposed covert| | . Plehreet e
from his beard; Lyndon B. Johnson re-
e ol ggmm exactly.;| . lired lights at the end of the tunnel he
"t was digging, and Mr. Nixon insisted on
a certain amount of silent complicity in-
“the' ‘occasional - wiretap and. second-
story job. We won't go into the: medicat
riments and Chile, ;2

By Iohn Leonard

. THE MAN WMD) KEPT THE SECRETS.

The: eohoxgs of Mr ; Helms were not’
“entirely incompetent. They got rid of
Mossadegh in-~Iran “and:: Arbénz=in+

“From ther start,, in Italy, the cold w
‘was what the C.I.A. was-all about: let’s’
try to buy a Government.. Later on, the =

-Government was  Chile.; Mr.:Helms -

oved the paper around on his- desk: .’
+. He might as weil have bee“x}:orlttling for-
* an insurance: company. en he per-.’
mbzg,:“g d‘;‘é‘e”?:%saspur,:f:: jured himself on various questions hav-: -
' a res "~ ing to do with-the C.I.A.’s involvement:

Il'=Sthe contaminating. pf sugar ex--. h enuinely. not to
American intelligence “activities, > re-.-| -ports, the poisoned pens and handker- },“nfﬂf;nf ;ﬁﬁel?{h% mwgg é’b.m

ported: ““It turned qut as Helms sald -| “ chiefs and scuba-diving; wet suits and . " I

that no foreign: leadsr was" directl§ ‘cigars, the exploding seashells and the: - &%"t’:mi’%’ 51% ki hiss?;l‘:rmgs é§£

i ‘Mafia.. Perhaps. he worrles about the: [y .5re of him? With Edward Bennett: ;
missing nuclear generator somewhere {lllams, he didn't need any friends.

in: the Indian Himalayas.: He ‘is no His sentence was suspended, so that he»«

longer permitted to consuit “Walnut,’ d 20 to the Kenwood C I 3
‘the computer system that can “pop out .- col:lelreggooorst?redeng LA om g:,?‘ 1

ting. class of a; Sverd- m a standing ovation.: : <

: Mr. Helms, a clerk, is not the pélnt
tice.”” He may be, instead, reading the 4 ¢
lan Fleming and E. Howard Hunt Jr... ;M- Powers, who wrote a gaod book on

Py " ™ e futility and stupidity of left-wing:3
; rﬂonvels. H; “d;?tce‘i ; g °ﬁ lr.:_e Carrgm 1\fxn'ox'ismfin "i_his country, “Diana: The../
; it b - 0L : rome akin; rrorist;X haswrittenan
ight, fropt: ‘bed, tai ~Cold.'’ One of his predecessors; Allen ¥ g ola-le: s 4

' 1;11333 : oggyxa hospit:l be:l, rt& ls‘ugf&gag “Dulles, ed 0 plots ml 5{ alen - “excellent book on blanknms and banal

ty, the best. book: oni the C.1.A.! evel
several nervous breakdowns, and then lankn:
shot himself; with a Willlam Harvey, ; written. The b eas at the middle s

woman every day since he was 12 years #| * people_ ;18 this 8*8‘!{“‘:‘“
- old and who-always played with: a"| TR L
loaded gun on his desk; with a flamboy- »:

ported in 1947 to the Federal Bureau of
*’ Investigation that“*he doesn't haveany -
: hair on his clmt, and 1 think*‘ waxes

Church - committee inmtigating

Contrast thisblankness with a James
Jesus. Angleton who,; while an-under-
graduate at Yale, published a literary

" magazine called Furioso, fuil of poems
by Ezra Pound; with a Frank Wisner;

11 we'need.an intelligence service,
. we do,. it should gather and evaluate in.
. formation,; as. it ‘does; and submit its
" disinterested conclusions 'to its client,

ant Richard Bissell, who gave us the:"_s . ¥ _the President of the United States. It .
U-2 and the Bay of Pigs; with a Miles - hasng business mounting covert operd-
Copeland, who delivered &3 million to . i . tions'or *secret wars’" and lying about ]
Nasser in a suitcase in Egypt without:? ’ L:themItought to. enlist scientists, not -

asking for & receipty:with a Willlam
' Bundy who contributed-'$400-to-a de,

i even tell the truth to Conm when
fense fund for Alger Hiss, and with Des- -
mond FitzGerald, who perished play- | £iCongress bothers toask: ;- 3. 5% 3 4535 5
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. crusaders: or. opportunists. It mlght;
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